
As summer holidays arrive and 

many activities wrap up for 

another year, I think this is a 

good time to reflect on the past 

year with a heart of gratitude. It 

is good for our heart and mind 

to spend time listing the things 

we are thankful for and 

recognizing the ways in which 

God blesses us.  

There are several ways that 

Grace Church has impacted 

my family over the past year. I 

am so thankful for the Sunday 

School teachers, the nursery 

workers, the library workers, the 

greeters, etc. (just to name a 

few). I am thankful for the 

relationships that God has 

blessed us with through Grace 

Church. This includes a great 

group of young families that we 

connect with, the other 

members of the Lead Team, the 

staff, and many more.   

I also think we need to 

recognize how God has blessed 

Grace Church over the past 

few months. Our online services 

have provided opportunities to 

worship, to learn, and are 

blessing people across the 

world. God has blessed us with 

a solid financial position, that 

has provided the opportunity to 

move forward with the 

renovation. We have also found 

new ways to connect with 

each other, whether through 

technology or gathering in lawn 

chairs on the church parking lot. 

God has been good.  

I would encourage you to 

spend some time this summer 

reflecting on how God has 

blessed you this past year. I’ll 

leave you with a few words 

from Paul to the church in 

Colossae (3:15 & 17): 

15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, since as members 

of one body you were called to 

peace. And be thankful. 17 And 

whatever you do, whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father 

through him.” 

- Ross Derksen 

From the Lead Team 
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Coffee with Staff 
Tuesday, July 7 at 

10 am we will host 

a morning coffee with staff. 

Bring your own lawn chair 

and pray for good weather. 

(regretfully, we request that 

you do not bring small 

children or keep them with 

you at all times) 

 

 



GRACE MENNONITE CHURCH INC.  |   1350 Pembina Ave   Box 1616   Winkler MB  R6W 4B5  

204.325.8884  |  www.gracechurchwinkler.com  |  office@gracechurchwinkler.com 

focus Partnership 
Online meetings are 

continuing throughout 

this time and the many 

volunteers serving with Prison Fellowship continue to 

be optimistic about regaining access to the facilities 

they have been led to serve in. As of now, there are 

no programs of any kind in place. The issue of 

agencies and volunteers for several different 

programs has not been addressed yet and the 

earliest indications are that it will likely be in 

September.  

Even though Chaplains are not allowed to share 

details about prison life, we understand that 

boredom is the big issue for the inmates. Please 

continue to pray for the Chaplains involved in 

serving, during a time of added stress. Programs like 

Angel Tree Camping have shifted their efforts to 

sending out “Summer Camp Kits” and links to online 

Camp activities.  

Pray for our shut-ins and those with on-going 

health issues:  

 Margaret Peters • Marie Klassen 

 Agnes Giesbrecht • Dennis Wiebe 

 Harv Thiessen  • Maria Loewen 

 Marie Brown  • Katherine Krahn  

Prayer and Praise Condolences 
We extend our condolences to Wendy 

Dunham and her children, Nicholas, 

Kaylyn & Joshua on the passing of their 

father, Tim Dunham, in Florida on June 21, 

2020. Please pray for comfort and peace 

especially as they are unable to travel. 

Hey Friends and Family, I will be leaving 

YFC MacGregor on July 10th and will be 

moving back to the Winkler area. I know 

that this is unexpected for most of you. I 

had hoped once that my time here 

would be much much longer and that I 

would've gotten to do much more. I have 

spent time in prayer and have come to 

peace with this decision. 

I have loved my time here at YFC and I 

believe that YFC will still do great things 

and reach out to many people despite 

my upcoming absence. 

A large part as to why I have chosen to 

leave is because I have been living in a 

unique bubble that has only grown as I 

have gone from camp ministry to 

university and now to YFC.  I think that this 

next season outside of this bubble will be 

challenging for me, and will bring me lots 

of growth. 

Thank you all so much for your support 

over the past 8 months! I hope that these 

words reveal my heart and that you 

understand how hard of a decision this 

has been for me.  

Thank you all again, friends. You have 

helped make some of my dreams into 

reality. Please take care and continue to 

bless others with your friendship as you 

have blessed me.  

Yours Truly, 

Tim Hildebrandt 

update Mission 

Last week Grace Church saw a lot of activity - more 

than it has for several months. First, the concrete pad 

at the front entrance was replaced. The new slab 

looks amazing. Be careful as we are still waiting on 

asphalt to even out the ledges. 

Second, the walls of the education wing have come 

down and construction has begun! Thank you to all 

the volunteers who came out for the demolition. 

Several volunteers from the Slavic Church came to 

help as well.  Can’t wait to see the transformation 

once it’s completed. 

update Renovations 


