
The new snow on the ground 

reminds me of the cleansing 

power not only of nature, but 

also within us. In spring we see 

new birth, regrowth, vibrance 

and abundant growth. As the 

summer comes to an end, and 

fall sets in, the lush green turns 

to colour which gives fruit. After 

that there’s the greyer time 

when all foliage is on the 

ground. And then the cleansing 

feeling that fresh, white snow on 

the ground gives.  

It reminds me of the seasons in 

my life. I can remember well the 

life that full dedication to Christ 

gave me decades ago. There 

were changes in my life, 

growth, the fruit of better 

relationships, and hope for the 

future. And then there came 

the time of less enthusiasm, less 

prayer input, and less fruit in my 

life.  

This cycle has repeated itself at 

different times, and to varying 

degrees in my life. But every 

time, the cleaning came by 

finding Christ again through soul 

searching and prayer. The dark 

of fall in the heart again was 

replaced by the spring of life in 

the heart. Hope was rebuilt, 

attitude changed, and growth 

started again.  

My prayer is for longer summers, 

very short falls, and fast 

cleansing snows that come with 

a promise of renewal. 

Isaac Froese 

From the Lead Team 

LOVE GOD           LOVE OTHERS           MAKE DISCIPLES  

GRACE 
NEWS 

October 23, 2020 

Adult Bible Study 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

7 pm 

Everyone is welcome 

 

Standard Daylight 

Time 
Don’t forget to turn 

back your clocks 1 

hour NEXT weekend (Nov 1) 

 

Coffee with Staff 
Tuesday, November 3 

10-11 am 

Everyone is invited to join 

the staff for morning coffee 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

The Sunday school department would like to 

provide the kindergarten students with “in-class” 

programming, but we need your help! We are 

looking for a volunteer (or a couple of 

volunteers) who could supervise a 30 min session 

(10:00-10:30 am) which would include play time, 

Bible story and snack. 

Other positions:  

- Inclusion buddy - every other Sunday. Ask for 

more details 

- High school Bible study discussion leaders 

 

Please contact Jordan or Tania if you are 

interested.  

Sunday School 
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Volunteer Opportunity! 

The Salem Ladies Auxiliary is always looking for 

ways to enhance the lives of residents living at 

Salem Home through activities and fundraising 

events. Wheelchair accessible swings for 

residents and families to enjoy together, ABBY 

Boards for the Dementi-Ability Program, and 

Welcome Baskets for new residents are just some 

examples of ways they have blessed the 

residents.  

The Ladies Auxiliary is looking for two (2) 

members from our church to become a part of 

their team! Please contact Charmaine at the 

Salem Foundation at 204-325-4316 for more 

information.  

Sunday Mornings update 

More people are attending church services on 

Sunday mornings which is so great to see. Here 

are a few updates to our protocols. 

1. Coffee Fellowship has resumed. We are 

serving coffee and snacks in the fellowship 

hall from 10-10:30 am. COVID precautions are 

in place. 

2. Between Sunday School and service times we 

request that you find your seat in the 

sanctuary to minimize congestion in the foyer. 

3. If you’d like to be on the “Regular Attender” 

list just let the office know. You will only be 

required to call in if you are unable to attend. 

4. Please note: as our attendance is growing so 

is the need for seats. As we begin to use the 

front rows (which are visible on the livestream) 

please let us know if you are uncomfortable 

sitting in this space. 

5. We may not be able to seat everyone in the 

sanctuary each week. We still want you to 

attend but on occasion you may be seated 

in the Genesis Room. We ask that everyone 

take a turn (likely only once every few 

months) 

6. Regarding the wearing of masks. We are 

encouraging everyone to do what they feel 

most comfortable with. At this time it has not 

been mandated but we support those who 

choose this as a voluntary act of compassion. 

We value your grace and patience as we 

navigate the care of our congregation. 

We are pleased to welcome back 

Melanie Friesen to our staff team at 

Grace Church.  

In an effort to strengthen and give 

support to our Love ministries, Mel has come 

back on staff as a part-time Director of Care and 

Connections. Working closely with Pastor Sean, 

this position will focus on helping new people, 

and not so new to Grace, to feel more 

connected. She will be an important part of 

supporting our volunteers in the Love Ministries as 

well.  

Welcome back Mel!  

Welcome 

Holidays 
Wendy will be on holidays next week, Oct 26-

Nov 1. Chantal will be covering her duties for 

the week.  

Grace Handbook 
The Lead Team has spent some time this past 

year updating the church handbook. The 

handbook is available for members to borrow 

from the office. 
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Upcoming events 

Covenant Community 

Meeting 
Thursday, November 5 | 7pm 

All regular attendees of Grace Church are 

invited to the 2020 fall meeting for a 

summary of our church year to date and 

current works in progress. Updates will be 

provided by the Lead Team, the Ministry 

Teams, and a run-down of church 

finances. Come out to celebrate how 

God is blessing Grace Church.    

 

 

 

Women’s Nights 
Thursdays, Nov 12-Dec 3rd | 7 pm 

Come to 1, come to all. Whatever works 

for your schedule We will hear ladies from 

our church share their stories and how 

God has worked and is working in their 

lives. There will be time for sharing and 

praying. All women of Grace Church are 

invited to attend. 

YOUTH NETWORK/PARENT NIGHT 
- Thursday, Oct 29 @7:00pm at Grace  

A conversation I am having more frequently 

with youth and parents surrounds the topic of sexual 

identity. Our world gives our children a lot of mixed 

messages about what it means to be male/female, 

gay/straight or even that these characteristics might 

not be concrete but rather sliding values on a 

spectrum. It’s a hot topic that polarizes and divides a 

lot of families… often because we didn’t feel ready 

for these challenging discussions.  

If this topic concerns you, or you want to be certain 

you understand some of the ins and outs of guiding 

your children in developing their sexuality I 

encourage you to join Reg Froese from Journey 

Canada as we talk about conversations that guide 

our children’s sexuality.  

NOTE: We apologize, due to the sensitivity of the 

subject matter, we will only host this session in person 

(no live-stream or recording this time.) If the subject 

matter interests you but you are unable to attend 

please let us know… we’d love to connect you with 

this important information. 

On behalf of the Winkler Food Cupboard we’d like 

to say a sincere “Thank You!” to Terri Zacharias for 

her hard work in organizing this year’s food drive. 

Thanks 
Community Events 

We have added a new section to our 

webpage called “Community Events”. In 

an effort to help advertise we will be 

posting posters which would normally be 

on our bulletin boards to this page. It can 

be accessed from the homepage. Check 

it out. 
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Pray for our shut-ins and those with on-

going health issues:  

 Margaret Peters • Marie Klassen 

 Agnes Giesbrecht • Katherine Krahn 

 Harv Thiessen  • Maria Loewen 

 Marie Brown    

Prayer and Praise 
Please pray for Jake Peters and Dennis 

Wiebe as they continue to recover from 

surgery. 

Praise God for Herb Dick’s recovery from his 

stroke. He is doing very well. Continue to 

pray for his complete healing. 

Condolences 
We extend our sympathies to Ken & Carol 

Neufeld as they mourn the passing of Ken’s 

brother, Leonard Neufeld of Altona, on Oct 

14th. The funeral was held on Oct 17th. 

 

We express our sincerest condolences to 

Dennis & Betty Wiebe and their family on 

the passing of Dennis’ mom, Katherine 

Wiebe, on Oct 17th. The funeral was held 

on Thursday, Oct 22nd.  

 

May God’s peace and comfort be with 

you and your families in this time of loss. 

 

Congratulations to George & Martha 

Olfert on the birth of their first grandchild, 

Millie Deana, daughter of Eric & Abby, 

born on October 9th. 

 

Congratulations to Ryan & 

Ana Hamm on the birth of 

their daughter, Sianna 

Olivia, born on Friday, 

October 16, 7lb 3oz. 

 

 

Congratulations to Frank & 

Janelle Thiessen on the birth 

of their son, Dashel River, 

born on Monday, October 

19, 8lb 12 oz, and 21” long. 

Congratulations! 

Family News 


